
Nebraska Commission on the Status of Women 
Executive Meeting Minutes  

September 12, 2007 
Swanson Public Library 

90th and Dodge, Omaha, Nebraska 
 

The meeting was called to order at 12:02 by Kathy McKillip, President of the Women’s Commission.     

The following persons were present:  Jan Osten, a representative from Women’s Democratic Caucus,  

John Nejad,  Anne Hobbs, Teresa Maxwell, Liz Hruska,  Bernadette Esposito, and , Jolanda Junge-Kuzma 

(12:05 p.m.) 

Kathy indicated that a copy of the Open Meeting law was available. 

No one recommended changes to the agenda.  Anne moved to approve the agenda – and John 

seconded, motion carried.   

The following items were discussed:   

1.  A Public Information Request for materials from the Women’s Commission was received.  Kathy 

talked about the lack of funds to pay for document requests.   The request included: minutes from the 

last three Commission meetings, Commission resignations, and financial documents.  That request was 

satisfied to the best of our ability as we do not have staff – we are in a unique situation (per the 

Nebraska Attorney General).  Most of the information is on the website, but the Annual Report was 

mailed as was the group memory, and two emails indicating resignation. 

2.  Bernadette stated correspondence or commentary from ex-Director Good had been delivered to the 

NCSW email account as well as to her personal email. Other commissioners stated they had received 

same. Ms. Good expressed her concern about the brevity of the 2005/2006 Annual Report. 

Kathy explained that the Annual Report was summarized to reduce cost but she will share Ms Good's 

letter with the Nebraska Attorney General. 

3.  Up-Coming Events and Commissioner Assignments. 

 The Women & Money Event was a good networking event- many people approached us about 

the defunding of the Women’s Commission.   Many were extremely supportive and asked how they 

could help in the future.   Jolanda read a letter from Ms. Bonnie Coffey.    A brief discussion was held 

about future formats for the Women and Money Commission –allowing for different tiers of 

participation.   

 The Nebraska Women’s Foundation has requested that we send checks to the Nebraska 

Wellspring Fund.     Anne requested that we send a letter to the Women’s Foundation requesting their 
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501(c) (3) documents that can be reviewed to see if we have any legal obligation.     Kathy requested 

that Anne draft such a letter to Jean Carlin (with the foundation).    

On October 6, 2007 (8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.) the Greater Omaha Women’s Fund will sponsor (co-

sponsor) the Ready to Run Conference.    The Conference is still scheduled and Ms. McKillip asked that 

Anne put information on the website (with a link to the registration).    The cost to register is $25.00. 

4.  Fall Planning/ Commissioner Responsibilities:    

A. Website – Anne will continue to update as quickly as possible.  (Displaced Dreams—is getting a lot of 

hits.) 

B.  Post Office Box – mail is still getting sent over to Ferguson House.  Anne and Kathy will be checking 

PO Box and Kathy will talk to Post Office to ensure mail remains in the box.   

C.  Financial Report – John is working with William in updating this for October.    Jolanda is continuing in 

her accounting duties of reviewing the General ledger.   

Jolanda explained a glitch with NIS – that Accounting is working with her to request access.  Kathy will 

send an email to NIS.   She also explained the dispute with the Movers.   Jolanda explained that she 

instructed accounting to follow the Movers contract - as we have given them every opportunity to 

dispute it – but they did not respond to our inquiry until the last minute (4:30 p.m. on the last day).   

Kathy discussed that we will be in the State’s Blue pages (the phone book), but there was some issue as 

to who will pay for it- as the commission has no funds.   

D.     Email – Bernadette will continue to check email, and Kathy will check email in her absence.   

E.  Commissioners:  Jolanda will ask the Governor’s office whether we have any new applications and 

the Governor’s policy on Commissioners that have not been active in the past year.   Jan O.  said she is 

willing to promote the commission  

Anne suggested an idea of approaching a volunteer to bring our efforts to fruition . . . Anne asked 

permission to work with Jennifer in approaching someone about helping us to coordinate.  Anne also 

asked about potential ability to contract.     Liz Hruska restated that the Commission is able to accept 

donations.   Jolanda moved to investigate the possibilities of working with a coordinator either on a 

voluntary or contractual basis.     Bernadette seconded it.      All in favor – motion carried.     

Displaced Dreams 

Kathy asked about Displaced Dreams and when the Women’s Commission approved Barb’s activities.   

The articles that she received an award for (The National Press Award) were completed prior to the vote 

from the Women’s Commission, so it appears this travel cannot be reimbursed.   This will be tabled to 

the October agenda.  

Closing comments:  



October 28, 2007 there is a Chamber of Commerce Event in Northeast Nebraska.   

November 2, 2007 -- The Nebraska Community Improvement Program with DED will hold an event in 

South Sioux City at the Marina.      

Bernadette asked us to start talking to our Senators. 

Jolanda asked that we put funding on the October agenda.      

Teresa & Bernadette talked about other state’s commissions.   

Jan requested that we have a “Friends of the Commission” or membership on the website.    

A tentative meeting set for October 3, 2007 at 11:30 a.m. in Omaha at the same location.      

  

Meeting adjourned at 1:55 p.m.   


